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WT Docket No. 97·12

PI'I'lTION FORItICON8JDlJtATION

Airtcl Communications, Inc., puraulnt to section 1.429 oftbc Commission's mles, 47
C.F.R. § 1.429, respectfully requestS reconsideraUoft ofcertain IIpOCII of1bc Seoond Report and
Order in the above-captioned proceeding.l Specifrcally, the Commission should:

1. Permit licensees to nltain licenses in which they have IDIde sipificlDt bulld-out;
2. Permit licensees to utilize their full down payment in the Dilagrepdon and
~t options; and, ,

3. Adjust the Prepayment option to KeOunt for the net present value offoraoing
installment payments.

Air1tl1 is a woman-owned site development firm, which is billed in the Washinpm. D.C.
MetropolitIID Area. Airtel bopn site development services for StMmI1 C Block bidden; however,
due to their inability to olJcain fiDlftcina Airtel's terVices were halted. These C Block bidders
stopped their network build outs until such time as thair financing was put in place.
Unfortunately, this time period bas been far Ioapl'thIn ever anticipatad by any oftho parties. In
lUdiolp81ion offuture growth. Ani mlde sipificantin~ in petlIOAftel. office space and
computer hardware to support the nelWOrk. build-outs and the delays to tile build-outs hIlS been
devastating.

The C Block bidders were extremely receptive to contracting small finns and afftmling
them the opportunity to provide nelWoIt build-out services. The opportunity was two fold.
Firstly, the current and immodiate expansion of small businesses. Secondly. small bosiuess'
abiJily to more effectively compete for SCl'Yice CODIrICtI ftom die established carriers in the
industry. The project experience 8Dd corporate resources that would be acquired from 1he C
Block build-out would enhance their marketability to the industry aiants.

The FCC's n=sIrUCtWinI decision is punitive to C Block bidders, and u a result, harms a
Dumber ofsmall businesses engaged in suppomna C Block build-out activities. Such CODlpIDies

I Amendment ofthc Commissioa's Rules Itepnlinl InstaUmcllt PaymCllt PinlDcilla FOf Personal
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have made sipificant mVelllmelltS created a number ofjobs ill anticipation ofsupportiDg the
rapid build-out 8IId commercializati ofC block network.

We believe that the COIIIm' ion should haye plactld .....emphasis on the c:ommea1S
made by our principBlldvocate . . tile Adminislridion, the Small Business Association
("SBA"). Acconlias to the letter. an thou.nds ofsmall businea \I8nCbs, suppliers,
con1ractors. eogineerina and III firm. ICroSS the coUDtty who have not bad the opportunity
to thWize service contracts or work for C-b1ock licensees.*

Small businesses and the jo that.wc create are at the hNrt ofthe C block. Wh& this
proc.eedinl is controYersw. it is im to coatinuo to focus on the contribution that we are 1111
trying to make to faciUties-buc:d competition, at the SlIDe time tIW most ofroday'. headJlael are
devotIld 10 consolidation, I'Jther ~competition. among gilUlt telec:ommuniclrion complmies.

We believe in auction inte . and wroess. However. in offering a set ofoptioDs to C
block licensees that is so limited as be punitive. the commlilloD iIuldvcrti=otly punished
Dumerous suppliers and vendors w relied on C bloc:k licensees for new business. Commission
poUcy should promote opponuaitieS for all small business, including those capgod in supporting
nctwodt build-out activities. I

I

The R.es1ructurina Order did not provide C block licenaees with any CDIDIIlCrCWly
n:uanable altemativea. We~ that the Order will NSU1t in 8YtID men ban1cNptcy
filiDp by distressed C block whieh will delay ftJrther network build-out and,
ultimately. a new competitor In the etplace.

We wp you to recoosidcr the affect your deeision his bad on suppliers to the wireless
marketplace. The C block experim~ bas not resulted in a significant amount ofnew facilities
bued competition, as was antici..... However. this public policy expcrimcot can be a success
ifC block licensees are provided wr coDUDCI1'iaily reuoaablo restructuring alwnatives.

R.espectfully Sulmittcd,

Wendimlrie Haven
President •Airtel Communications, Inc.
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